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pains of studying them at all, and seems to
think that a critic is duly equipped for his
task with that amount of knowledge which,
like Dogberry's reading and writing, " comes
by nature." His work has a superficial
cleverness which, together with the author's
previous reputation, will insure it a certain
kind of popularity; but we venture to pre-
dict that its estimation by its readers will be
in the inverse ratio to their knowledge of the
subject. But Mr. Mill's general reputation
rests on grounds quite distinct from his per-
formances in metaphysics ; and though we
could hardly name one of his writings from
whose main principles we do not dissent,
there is hardly one which is not better fitted
to sustain his character as a thinker than
this last, in which the fatal charms of the
goddess Necessity seem to have betrayed